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The Town Council very much regrets that the application was made retrospectively. This arose 

through a misunderstanding of the planning regulations.  However, not all works need consent, but 

all have been included to provide a full overview of the project.  

Prior to, and during the construction works, there has been extensive public consultation, and that 

has very much informed the scheme’s design.  Indeed, the South Downs National Park were 

consulted as part of this process. 

The need for the works arose because the pond had suffered extensive bank erosion for many years 

– the bank supports had also rotted away.  This erosion has led to the pond becoming shallower and 

this in turn has been detrimental to its ecology.   The reed beds had also diminished, and trees and 

shrubs had taken hold in parts of the pond.  The former broad walk was rotten, narrow, had no 

safety rail and prone to flooding. 

The implemented scheme fulfils the four aims identified at the very start of the design process.  

 Stabilisation of the banks  

 Greater support of biodiversity of the pond 

 Improve access for visitors and fisherfolk 

 A more enjoyable visitor experience 

These aims have been fulfilled by restoring the banks, creating two islands (to help reduce wave 

action) part reprofiling of the pond, constructing a bridge, replacing the boardwalk, creating new 

peninsula swims, and fish nurseries, planting of bankside plants and reedbeds, and coppicing of 

bankside trees.  The effects of the works on biodiversity will be monitored as part of the draft Heath 

Management Plan.   

There have been no objections from consultees.   There have also been letters of support and 

independently the Town Council has also received many supportive comments. 

In support of the application a neighbour on Heath Road has written: 

I entirely support the… Town Council ….for work on the Heath. The…boardwalk is far safer than the 

old one alongside a crumbling roadside wall…. It also provides the thousands of visitors to the Heath 

with a far better view and experience. Five Rivers were thwarted by coronavirus and dry weather 

with their planting, but I believe that once work is completed on the islands and banks the jewel in 

Petersfield’s crown will be further enhanced for many more years. 

This neatly sums up the impact of work.  While acknowledging there have been some objections - 

mostly on the boardwalk – the boardwalk is designed so that it is safer, allows two-way traffic, and 

not prone to flooding.  It is made from non-toxic recycled materials and is designed for durability, 

whilst still being aesthetically pleasing to look at.    

The scheme is an enhancement to a valuable recreational open space. It therefore complies with 

national and local policies.  

 

  


